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IN THE CLAIMS; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the current 
application. Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 (Currently Amended) A method for automated replenishment notification for 

manufacturing pieces, the method comprising; 

(a) positioning one or more m anufacturing pieces on a gra\Hty food rack; 

(b) sensing a removal of one or more o_f t he manufacturing pieces, 

(c) automatically generating and se n ding an electronic order to . a . SHRP)i6r of onepi: 
^ore of the removed manufacturing piecM olcctronicolly notifyin g in response to (b). 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of Qatm 1 wherein (a) comprises positioning a 
plurality of containers k mbans each having a plurality of manufacturing pieces and wherein (b) 
comprises sensing removal of a container fcanb«. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 wherein (b) comprises sensing when a 
position along the gravity fe ed rack is fiee of manufacturing pieces. 

4. (Original) The method of Claim 1 wherein (b) comprises sensing with a mechanical 
switch. 

5. (Original) The method of Claim 1 wherein (c) comprises sending an e-mail to a supplier 
of the manufacturing pieces in response to (b) without user activation of the sending. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 wherein (c) comprises automatically 
0 Qnding^^n order for mor e manufacturing piooos; 

further comprises compii st H g: 

(d) sending a copy of the order to at least one of; a purchaser, a manufacturing 

supervisor and a warehouse person. 
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7. (Original) The metitiod of Claim 1 further comprising: 

(d) sensing a lack of replacement of the manufacturing pieces after a time period 

from one of (b) and (c); and 

(e) electronically notifying in response to (d). 

8. (Original) The method of Claim 7 wherein (e) comprises electronically notifying at least 
one of: a supplier and a manufacturing supervisor. 

9. (Original) The method of Claim 1 wherein (c) is performed in response to (b) after 
sensing a lack of a replacement manufacturing piece within a time period. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 wherein (a) comprises positioning a 
plurality of the manufacturing pieces to sequentially feed to a lower position on the grmiti’ feed 
rack and wherein (b) comprises sensing at a position higher than the lower position on the 
gravity f ee d rack. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A system for automated replenishment notification for 
manu facturing pieces, the system comprising: 

a gravity feed rack; 

a sensor adjacent to the gravity feed rack, the sensor positioned to sense a presence of a 

manufacturing piece on the gravity feed rack; and 

a first processor connected with the sensor, the first processor operable to generate an 
electronic order n notificati e a -in response to a signal from the sensor indicating a lack of the 
manufacturing piece and operable to communicate the order notification to another a jecond 
processor. 

12. (Original) The system of Claim 1 1 wherein the gravity feed rack comprises a plurality of 
rollers, the sensor positioned between two of the plurality of rollers. 
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1 3. (Original) The system of Claim 1 1 wherein the sensor is positioned to sense at a location 
along the gravity feed rack such that the lack of the manufacturing piece is sensed while another 
rnanufactuting piece is present below the location. 

14. (Original) The system of Claim 1 1 wherein the sensor is a spring activated mechanical 
switch. 



15. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1 1 wherein the first processor is operable to 
generate and send an e-mail order os the notification . 

16. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1 1 wherein the first processor is operable to 
sense a lack of replacement of the manufiicturing piece after a time period in response to the 
sensor and is operable to generate on addition^ a notification in response to the lack of 
replacement. 

17. (Currently Amended) A method for automated replenishment notification for 
manufacturing pieces, the mefiiod comprising: 

(a) positioning a first type of manufacturing pieces on a first rack; 

(b) positioning a second type of manu&cturing pieces on a second rack; 

(c) automatic sensing for removal of manufacturing pieces from the first and second 

racks; 

(d) el ectronically communicating a first order to a supplier for the first type of 
manufacturing pieces where removal of the first type of manufacturing pieces is sensed; and 

(e) electronically communicating a second order to a supplier for the second type of 
manufacturing pieces where removal of the second type of manufacturing pieces is sensed; 

wherein the first order is independent of removal of the second type of manufacturing 
pieces and the second order is independent of removal of the first type of manufacturing pieces. 

18. (Original) The method of Claim 17 wherein (d) and (e) comprise sending first and 
second e-mails, respectively, to first and second suppliers, respectively, the first supplier 
different than the second supplier, (d) and (e) performed without user activation of the sending. 
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19. (Original) The method of Claim 1 7 further comprising: 

m sensing » lack ofreplacemartofat least one ofthe fust Md second type of 

manufacturing pieces after a time period; and 

(g) electronically communicating a reminder. 

20. (Currently Amended) A system for automated replenishment notification for 
manufacturing pieces, the system compnsing; 

a plurality of racks; 

a plurality of sensors adjacent to the pluraHty of racks, each sensor positioned to sense a 
presence of a manufacturing piece on a respective one of the plurality of racks; and 

a processor connected with the plurality of sensors, the processor operable to generate 
orders independently for each of the racks in response to the sensors indicating a lack of 
manufacturing pieces on the racks, the processor operable to communicate the orders to a 
supplier at least gne oth e r proceosQf . 

21. (Currently Amended) A method for automated replenishment notification for 

manufacturing pieces, the method comprising: 

(a) pAsitioning one or more manufacturing pieces on a rack; 

(b) sensing a removal of one or more of the manufacturing pieces; 

(c) automatically generating and sendin g an electronic order toa supplier of one or 
more of the removed manufacturing pieces olootronically notifying -in response to (b), 

(d) sensing a lack of replacement of the manufacturing pieces after a ti me period 

fiom one of (b) and (c); and 

(e) electronically notifying in response to (d). 

22. (Original) The method of Claim 2 1 wherein (c) comprises sending an c-mail to a 
supplier of the manufacturing pieces in response to (b) without user activation of the sending. 

23. (Currently Amended) Tbe method of Claim 21 wherein (c) coroprige s- automatioolly 
s ending on order - for - moro - monufacturitig pi e c es? 
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further comprises 

(f) sending a copy of the order to at least one of; a purchaser, a manufacturing 

supervisor and a warehouse person. 

24. (Original) The method of Claim 21 wherein (e) comprises electronically notifying at 
least one of: a supplier and a manufecturing supervisor. 

25. (Currently Amended) A system for automated replenishment notification for 
manufacturing pieces, the system comprising: 

a rack; 

a sensor adjacent to the rack, the sensor positioned to sense a presence of a 
manufacturing piece on the rack; and 

a processor connected with the sensor, the processor operable to generate an electronic 
order o notificati o n in response to a signal from the sensor indicating a lack of the manufacturing 
piece, operable to communicate the electronic order notification to another processor, operable to 
sense a lack of replacement of the manufacturing piece after a time period in response to the 
sensor and operable to generate a on odditiona l-notification in response to the lack of 
replacement. 

26. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 25 wherein the rack conprises a gravity feed 
rack, the electronic order notifiootiq ft is communicated on ord e r -to a supplier with a first copy to 
a purchaser and the odditkuta l-notification is a reminder to die supplier and a second copy to the 
purchaser. 

27. (New) The method of Claim 1, wherein (b) and (c) are tracked. 

28. (New) The method of Claim 1 , and further comprising: 

(d) sending an electronic notification after a time period passes after (c), wherein the 
electronic notification comprises a reminder. 
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29. (New) The method of Claim 1, wherein said sending comprises sending by use of 
wireless communication. 



30. (New) The method of Claim 1, and further comprising: 

(e) setting a priority level for the electronic notification, wherein said priority level is 

based at least in part on said time period. 

31 . (New) The system of Claim 1 1, wherein said system comprises one of: a demand pull 
system. 
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